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FRIENDS SCHOOLS AND
PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING

It seems clear that there is an earnest wish
to share and support the Friends schools and

educational enterprises which are either within

the structure of Pacific Yearly Meeting, or

closely associated with it. Along with a deeply

felt care, there are sincere, searching ques-

tions. If the Yearly Meeting is to serve in this

sharing and support, there must be trust and an

openness to inquiry.

Consider the question of calling a school a

Friends School. Is it important that it operate

“in the manner of Friends,” with decisions made
by group seeking for unity, rather than by major-

ity vote? Is it acceptable that a school be set

up and managed by one Friend or by a group of

Friends who administer it according to their

own insights — and call it a Friends School?
Is it particularly necessary that a Friends School
be open to new insights while keeping to the

values of the past?

The Pacific Yearly Meeting Discipline opens
its foreword with this statement:

The purpose for which we join together in Pacific Year-
ly Meeting irs to discover and strengthen the bonds of
affection which unite all Friends who come to know
each other well. We wish to share with and support each
other as we try to follow the Divine Guidance we have
received and to come closer to the Light. Through our
member Monthly M eetings we reach out to and welcome
all who earnestly wich to join us in this quest.

With such bonds of affection clearly demonstrat-
ed in the concern for Friends’ education (and

just look at the interest in the Cambria Confer-
ence, for instance!), there is trust and apprecia-
tion for those who have contributed so much to

our young people. “Under the care of a Meeting”
is a formality. Truly the schools are under the

care of all who are concerned and who feel some
share of the responsibility.

Children of all ages, from nursery school
through high school, come within the area of

Friends education in Pacific Yearly Meeting. A
variety of experiences is offered. Believing that

children and young people also have their meas-
ure of Light, we hope to encourage it — to allow

the Spirit to unfold on its own. Educators who
are sensitive to the strengths and weaknesses
of their students have the great burden of “hold-

ing the reins” — sometimes loosely for freedom,

sometimes firmly for security. All of us who care,

about education have a part of the burden to

demonstrate our faith in the Spirit of the young,

and in the ways we can find to encourage it.

I believe there is much to be gained by shar-

ing our achievements, pondering over problems,

seeking to walk in the Light. Becoming a part of

the structure of a Monthly Meeting does include

acceptance of responsibility as stated in the

Discipline, but it is the Spirit we seek, “not

the letter, for the letter killeth, but the Spirit

giveth life.”
-MARJORIE WELLS
Orange Grove Meeting and
Grass Valley Worship Group

IMPRESSIONS OF JOHN W00LMAN SCHOOL

Friends who have not seen John Woolman
School, even though they have heard a good deal

about it, cannot possibly realize what has been
accomplished there since September. I had the

stimulating experience of spending two-and-a-

half school days there in mid-December, sharing

a dormitory room, attending classes and all

meetings, talking with staff and students. From
this visit 1 brought away several impressions I

would like to share with you.

First, the physical difficulties which have
been overcome are so astounding that I thought

often of how courageous and resilient every

member of the community had to be to have sur-

vived the months of October and November. This
fact became clear when students praised the

very recently completed heating system, or the

now watertight roof over their dining tables. In

this fall of early cold and earlier rain, these

lacks must have been decidedly noticeable.

Lacks remain, of course. Another dormitory must
be built before next September for a total student

body of 45 — consisting of 15 new Sophomores
plus the present classes of Juniors and Seniors.
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The kitchen-dining room makeshift is only barely

adequate, and daily miracles take place when
the community once again manages to get itself

fed. But a new building is waiting until funds

are available as gifts or low-interest loans.

Second, we come to the academic program,

which has also had its downs, but is now enter-

ing upon an up which I believe it will maintain.

A letter went to parents at Christmas, outlining

a more demanding schedule and higher standards

of achievement for everyone. A concept of team
teaching will make fuller use of various staff

talents, while an intellectual vigor I sensed in

the air will produce satisfying results.

I come now to my third impression, an over-

whelming one which showed so clearly that this

is indeed a Friends’ school. I watched the

equivalent of a Meeting for Business. A student

chairman recognized those who wished to con-

tribute, and ideas emerged as the group explored

various difficulties that naturally develop in

dormitory living. Two days later, at the con-

clusion of my visit, having been agreeably sur-

prised at the quiet and consideration in the

dormitory, I asked some students if they had
been “good” because of a visitor. No, they

said; instead they were reacting to having been

“so very bad” earlier in the week. Perhaps.

But I suspect that the discussion in the com-
munity meeting helped.

Even more wonderful to me was the concern

which individuals feel for other individuals

among whom they live. This was, I thought, the

most striking and most moving aspect of the

school. My own children in fifth and seventh

grades of public school often bring home tales

of bullying and persecution of students by other

students. I watched closely, but never saw the

slightest trace of this sort of thing at John

Woolman. It seems to me as this school goes on,

it is certain to become a place where a student

can develop the potentials within him. Where no

one is picked on, made to feel small or person-

ally all wrong in some way, much energy can be

freed for growing. I am sure all adults have ex-

perienced in their lives both atmospheres, and

know how a climate of loving concern for one

another is really the only completely healthy

climate to live in. If John Woolman School can

continue to produce this, it is making a tremen-

dous contribution to our lives.
—MARY RICH
San Francisco Meeting

QUAKER LEADERSHIP GRANTS 1964

The Friends World Committee announces that

applications will be accepted up to April 1st

for Quaker Leadership Grants for Summer, 1964.

The Grants Program seeks to provide individual
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Friends who have leadership achievement (or

promise) with specific training to increase their

usefulness to the Society of Friends.

Instead of one Study Tour of five to six

weeks as in previous years, two shorter ones

are planned for this summer. The first, June 28 —
July 26, will include three weeks at the Pendle
Hill Summer Term, followed by a week of inten-

sive acquaintance with two Meetings, one pas-

toral, the other non-pastoral. An additional week
(optional) may be spent at the Friends General

Conference in Cape May, N. J. from June 20-27.

The second Tour, June 20 — July 12, includes

attendance at Friends General Conference, visits

to the Quaker UN Program and the FCNL, and a

similar acquaintance with a pastoral and a non-

pastoral Meeting.

Estimated cost for travel and maintenance
for each Tour is $200. Some funds are available

through the Clement and Grace Biddle Founda-
tion; additional expenses must be paid by the

applicant.

Quaker Leadership Grants are also made for

a maximum of one year to individual Friends who
submit plans to increase their leadership abili-

ties through special longer-term programs of

study, visitation among Friends, or work with a

Quaker enterprise.

Nominations and requests for application

forms should be sent to Friends World Com-
mittee, 152-A North 15th Street, Philadelphia,

Penna. 19102. The following Pacific Yearly

Meeting Friends serve on the Grants Committee,
and would be happy to provide further details or

to answer questions: Harold Carson, Houghton,
Washington; Madge Seaver, 1191 Stanyan Street,

San Francisco 17, California; Gretchen Tuthill,

3840 Skyline Road, Carlsbad, California.

SENECA INDIAN CRISIS

As many Friends know, several years ago
the United States Government broke its 1794
treaty with the Seneca Nation in order to use

the Indians’ land in western Pennsylvania for

the planned Kinzua Dam project. Despite an

independent study showing a feasible alternative

location, and protests from many groups and
individuals, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

was permitted to go ahead with construction of

the dam. W'ithin the next few months, nearly 140
Seneca families face removal from the valley

where they have lived for two centuries.

In 1963, the House Subcommittee on Indian

Affairs prepared and unanimously approved a

bill, H. R. 1794, to provide for the “relocation,

rehabilitation, social and economic development

of the members of the Seneca Nation.” The bill

has now been sent to the House Committee on

Interior and Insular Affairs, and a companion
bill, S. 1836, has been introduced in the Senate.

Support is needed now for these bills, and PYM
Friends in the U. S. are urged to write their

Congressmen.
A pamphlet outlining the situation has been

written by the Kinzua Project of Philadelphia

Yearly Meeting’s Indian Committee; copies are

available from Walter Taylor, Box 231, Sala-

manca, New York, 14779. As this pamphlet
states: “The federal obligation to make it pos-

sible for Seneca families to move in decency and
dignity toward a creative way of life should be

the concern of every conscientious American
citizen.”

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA

As announced in last month’s Bulletin,

Pacific Yearly Meeting Executive Committee
(replacing Interim Committee) will meet in Palo
Alto on March 21, beginning at 8:30 a.m. In

addition to considering the structure of the

Peace Committee, and the Friend in Washington
and Friends in the Orient projects, here are some
items scheduled for the agenda. The Clerk wel-

comes correspondence on any of these ques-
tions, as well as on other concerns that Friends

wish to raise.

— Is PYM ready to request that c ommittee re-

ports to the Yearly Meeting take the form of

Documents in Advance?
— Is the Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight

Committee prepared to assist the Clerks in their

concern to deepen the spiritual life of the Yearly

Meeting sessions?
— How can we arrange our time schedule? Should

the plenary sessions have the major attention of

the Yearly Meeting? W'hat is the place of the

Worship-Fellowship groups and their relation to

the plenary sessions? Are workshops to be en-

couraged at the regional meeting level rather

than in the Yearly Meeting schedule?
— Are we prepared to open the Yearly Meeting

with a Meeting for Worship followed by a dis-

cussion on the state of the Society? (Family

gathering to be continued, but not as the official

opening session?)
— Is this the year we are prepared to have a

Yearly Meeting Lecture?
— How can we indicate our continuing concern

for FCNL, AFSC, FWC, CFSC, Friends Schools,

etc?

— How can we as Meetings and as individuals

prepare for the “right holding of Yearly Meet-

ing”?
— Can we come to terms with our problems of

freedom and control; authority and individuality;

large numbers and a longing for intimacy; pa-

tience and urgency

?

-EDWIN C. MORGENROTH, Clerk
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LETTER FROM THE ORIENT

Six months in Singapore! It is not long, yet

during this time the McArthurs have seen their

first tropical Christmas, come to know interest-

ing people of several races, settled into new
schools and new work. We have joined the wide

circle of friends of Tom and Nan Elliot, who
have been in Singapore for 13 years and have

Malaysian citizenship. With these real “Friends

in the Orient,” we have revived Friends Meeting

for Worship on Sunday evenings at 7:30, at

6 Nassim Hill Flats, Singapore 10 (visitors

warmly welcomed). We have begun to appreciate

the qualities of the Chinese, Malay and Tamil

residents who form the bulk of Singapore’s popu-

lation. We have realized sharply how inadequate

we are to be Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Friends

in the. Orient. Certainly we have received more

than we have given, and learned more than we
have taught.

Russell has made contacts with members of

the Chinese YMCA, and also with people whose
names were given us by Murray Thomson, Peace
Secretary of the Canadian Friends Service Com-
mittee. Russell attended a conference of diplo-

mats sponsored by Friends South-East Asia

Conferences, and arranged chiefly by Russell

Johnson, whose headquarters are in Delhi. This

conference, held from December 13-23 in Hyder-

abad, India, was a thrilling and rewarding ex-

perience.

The capital city of Andhra Pradesh Province,

Hyderabad lies on the South Indian plateau,

halfway between Bombay and Madras, and is

considered- one of the choice living places in

India. The surrounding hills and lakes, the cool,

crisp air, and the nearby historical sites make
it a fascinating place to visit. After being there,

the historical Tamil films frequently run on

Singapore TV for the Indian community take on

new interest. They emphasize the heroic side

of Indian history, one unfamiliar to Westerners

who think of India in terms of the Hindu and

Buddhist religions, Gandhi and satyagraha.

Seeing the great ruins of fortresses and

castles at GoTconda gives one a better under-

standing of India’s long-continued struggle for

freedom. Now it is being waged largely in the

sphere of economics and human welfare. It is a

very hard struggle, against great odds.. Much of

the country is poor; there are so many millions

of mouths to feed, so many sick, so many chil-

dren. Some customs do not fit twentieth century

needs. Even in Hyderabad and Madras, said to

be relatively progressive, grim poverty and

terrible living conditions characterize poorer

areas. Indians, so prominent in Singapore busi-

nesses, seem overwhelmed and apathetic in their

home country. Nor do foreign “experts” know
the answers. How does a nation of 400 million

people, rapidly becoming 500 million, jump into

the twenty -first century, raise itself by its boot-

straps and give its people a bearable standard
of living? How does it meet the crisis of rising

expectations? W'hat does industrialization do to

a culture based on ancient faiths, on a philos-

ophy aiming at renunciation of all desire? Can
the sacrifices necessary to raise the capital to

build a modern productive complex be secured
voluntarily; can they be elicited democratically?

India is still a great enigma, full of beauty,
charm, suffering, and challenge. Can Westerners

help meet that challenge?

ANN and RUSSELL McARTHUR

1964 SUMMER SCHOOL

In the uncreated world to come, what role

will the awakening individual take, as a high

school student, as a parent, as a grandparent?

Will it be one of his own choosing? How does

one choose his role in life? How many roles

does one have? Does a confusion of roles occur?

These are some of the questions to be ex-

plored at the Seventh Annual Friends Secondary

Summer School, which will be held from July 11

to August 8 at the John Woolman School in Grass

Valley, California. To help discover some of the

answers, a staff of Friends and educators ex-

perienced in work with young people will lead

courses in A Philosophy of Life, Man on Earth,

and Creativity. A balanced program of lectures,

readings, discussion, worship, recreation, arts

and crafts, and shared responsibility for daily

living, is planned.

Students now enrolled in Grades 8 through

11 may apply; a maximum of thirty will be ac-

cepted. Cost is SI 50 for the four-week term,

with some scholarship aid available. While they

need not belong to the Society of Friends, stu-

dents should have an interest in Friends’ faith

and practice. The Director, Phil Phillips (645

Lake Street, San Francisco, Calif. 94118) will

be glad to send further details to all who are

interested. He will also receive applications up

to May 1.

WANTED: COUPLE WITH FRIENDLY INTERESTS to rent

Quaker House, 2153 Vine Street, Berkeley, Calif., during

summer of 1964. House fully furnished and equipped. For

information write Ralph Powell at above address. —Adv.
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“In many Meetings there is little or no ministry

of any real worth. The silence is dead, not liv-

ing. The art of Quaker Worship, if it can rightly

be called an art, has been virtually lost, with

all too many members stepping into the meeting

house on Sunday unprepared in spirit and not

knowing how to partic ipate in group worship

based on expectant waiting. The lack of prep-

aration includes poverty of experiences that

might provide the basis for new religious in-

sights and an illiteracy in respect to our Chris-

tian heritage, especially the events and teach-

ings recorded in the Bible.”

(From “We Look at Ourselves — the

Unprogrammed Meeting,” Friends Journal,

January 15; reprinted in the Los Angeles

Meeting Newsletter, with the suggestion

that Friends read the entire article.)

REVIEW: “Quakerism and Its Objectives”*

Last fall, the London Friend published a

significant and penetrating series of articles

under this title by Ormerod Greenwood. In them,

the author insists that we look up from our ever-

present committee tasks and ask ourselves what

the Society of Friends as a whole should be

doing, now and in the future. We have been

living, he states, in the trough of the wave of

reform that swept over the Society at the end of

the nineteenth century.

If we want new flowers and fruit, we must put down
fresh roots. The question once more is not what could

J. Bevan Braithwaite or Rufus Jones say, but what can
we say? What do we conceive Quakerism to be, what
do we ask of it, what do we propose to contribute to it,

what is the belief which we find embodies in it?

Before the fourth Friends World Conference

in 1967, we need to try to discover some an-

swers to these questions. We have to develop a

world concept of Quakerism and to define the

Society’s position in the Ecumenical Movement.
We must deepen our worship experiences through

genuine searching and experimentation.

While he amplifies and gives suggestions on

all these points, Ormerod Greenwood does not

aim to provide a “blueprint for Quakerism.”
Instead, he asks us to develop a Quaker philos-

ophy and program that will help us keep a proper

balance between contemplation, action, and
leisure as individuals; and to know where we
are going as a Society.

The articles, which could profitably be read
by all Friends, and used by study groups, are

now available in pamphlet form from the Friends
Home Service Committee, Euston Road, Lon-
don NW 1, England. —V. B. H.

1964 TEENAGE FRIENDS ADVENTURES to HAWAII and

MEXICO. Write Ken Stevens, R8-3473 California, Modesto,

California. -Adv.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FRIENDS AND THE AFSC

The queries from the AFSC (February, p. 3)

raise the old question of responsibility and

authority in a representative government which

is striving to maintain democracy. ... I believe

it is inherent in the Quaker tradition that those

who represent the membership shall be vested

with the right to act as their own Inner Light

shall direct, and not be bound to act by the

dictation of the Inner Light of the rank and file

membership, who, by the very nature of things,

cannot be as close to the problems as are the

members of the Board of Directors.

With respect to the individual questions

posed, I have no suggestions: The actions of the

'Board of Directors over the years (I have been

associated with the AFSC since 1917) have been

very nearly ideal.

But the very need for asking the questions

shows that there is a feeling on the part of the

Directors that they may be out of touch with the

membership of the Society of Friends — and in

this I concur. The monthly bulletins, etc., keep
the membership more or less in touch with what
the Board of Directors is doing, and the monthly

meetings provide some personal contact for

those who can attend. But there is no concept

that Board members are responsible to the mem-
bership of the Meetings in the same manner that

is expected of committees of the Meetings.

Why not have the Board of Directors secure

membership through selection by the Meetings
which support the AFSC? This would replace

the present method of self-selection by the AFSC
Board itself, a method that could produce an

unhealthy condition of “in-bred” mentality, and

might in time alienate support. Instead, member-
ship in the Board of Directors at Philadelphia

might come through selection by Yearly Meet-

ings; and local Friends Meetings and Churches
might name members to the Boards of regional

offices.

Actually, there might be no real change of

present Board members. . . . But giving the mem-
berships of local Meetings the concept that they

are responsible as individuals for sending to the

Board of Directors the ideas they may have
should bring to the Board the answers to the

questions they have posed in a more democratic

manner than is now possible. And there should

be far more interest in local Meetings for the

actions of the AFSC than is now true, and thus

there should be greater support for AFSC objec-

tives.
-RALPH M. RUTLEDGE
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The AFSC Queries are timely and needed.

Forward-looking consenses will take time and

would he more possible in 1964 Yearly Meeting

if the Meeting members would consider the ques-

tions now and send their findings to the Bulletin

to be summarized therein in time for further

deliberations before August.

The last of the queries seems an invitation

to add to them. Good! How can they be complete

without consideration of “inreach” to the 93%
of AFSC contributors in this region who are not

Friends?
-JOHN AFFOLTER
Eastside Meeting

LETTER FROM NIGERIA

Dear Friends,

Along with our Christmas mail came our

Yearly Meeting issue of the Bulletin with a

sense of nearness to you in your many concerns.

Although we have not been able to attend the

past two sessions, and don’t know when we can

look to another one with you, we need your con-

tacts.

The past fifteen months in Nigeria have been

most rewarding in experiences and new friends.

The encouraging results in work camping as we
share common activities with Nigerian youth

make our efforts satisfying. Students in Nigeria

are much like those at home, in that the problem

of recruitment is always with us. Financial

necessities and disciplined study leave them

little time for other activities, However, week-
end work camps seem to be the answer to meet-

ing many secondary school students, and pro-

vide an opportunity to carry community service

beyond one s own village.

We maintain contact with Friends periodical-

ly through worship groups in Lagos and Ibadan,

as well as our own, and with scattered Friends,

English and American, whom we visit on our

tours. We shared our Christmas with an English

Quaker family from Erugu, who brought with

them an American Quaker teacher. And we do

enjoy hearing of activities in meetings of Pacif-

ic Y early Meeting.

We will be back in the States in September
and October, and hope to see many of you then.

In the meantime, your support of AFSC and let-

ters and prayers are appreciated by us.

Yours in service,

JOHN AND ANN SALYER (Pima Meeting)
AFSC, Box 25, Abiriba via Uzuakoli
East Nigeria, West Africa

NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE

RUTH WENDT (Orange Grove Meeting) has just received

her 19th travel minute from the Meeting as she leaves for

New'Delhi to try to cultivate more activity in India on be-

half of the Women’s International League for Peace and

Freedom.

BORN - On January 16, Michael Shawn Toews, grandson of

PAULINE and HARRY TOEWS (Multnomah Meeting).

MARRIED - On February 2, CAROL RUDNICK, daughter of

GRETCHEN and PHILLIP RUDNICK (La Jolla Meeting), to

KENNETH KLOPS, at the La Jolla Methodist Church.

DIED - On February 10, T. HELEN FAWCETT (Riverside-

Redlands Meeting), aged 86. She and her late husband,

Howard, moved to Riverside in 1917 and helped start the

Friends Meeting there; they were also founders of the

Pacific Coast Association of Friends.

NEW WORSHIP GROUPS
- UCLA. Meeting for Worship will be held at 10 a.m. in the

living room of the University YWCA, 574 Hilgard, on the

first Sunday of each month this spring. Correspondent: Pat

Foreman, 10525 Strathmore Avenue, Los Angeles.
- LAS VEGAS, Nevada. Ray Farmer writes that this wor-

ship group is beginning its third year and welcomes anyone

interested. First Day School is at 10:00, discussion at

10:15, Meeting for Worship at 11:00, at 925 Seventh Street.

David W* Gook

1959 Hays St.

San Luis Obispo t Calif*


